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Welcome 

Welcome to the first edition eBook 9 Step Buying 

Guide for Boulder Opal. 

We have compiled this book to help you, the boulder 

opal buyer, shop with confidence through knowledge.  

Our experience in the opal industry which spans over 

forty years buying, cutting and selling boulder opal 

has given us this knowledge which we wish to share 

with you.  
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Step 1. Get an Orientation 

Buying on location 
1. Hold the opal gemstone over a tray to stop it 

from being dropped onto the floor. 

2. Roll the light over the surface of the opal 

gemstone in all directions, top to bottom, side 

to side to explore how the opal gemstone 

throws out the color. 

3. Find a color that appeals to you and look at 

other pieces that are similar to compare 

attributes. 

Buying online 

1. The opal should be presented in a number of 

photographs that portray all the natural 

attributes to the opal gemstone.  

2. Study the images and get an understanding of 

size. Size is measured in dimensions (LxWxD) 

and weight.  

3. Look at seller’s history, credentials and store 

policies.  

  

https://opalartglobal.com/product/gem-grade-green-boulder-opal-necklace/
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Step 2. Get an Education 

Learn as much as you can about opal before you buy. 

Do this by following this guide and referring to the 

About Opals  and blog pages on our website. 

Look toward the person selling the opal to tell you 

everything you need to know about opal in order to 

make an informed decision when the time comes. 

We’re always happy to share our knowledge

Our credentials: 

 As a husband and wife team we have been buying, 

cutting and selling Boulder Opal since 1980. 

 We have owned and operated speciality opal stores 

for more than 15 years dealing with the customer 

first hand. (1987-2002). 

 We manufactured and brought to market the Opal 

Art brand in 2000, supplying stores around 

Australia and overseas. The Opal Art brand is 

defined by its natural look and minimalist free 

shape design. 

 We developed the polytop finish in 2004; an 

industry first innovation. A polytop finish is a 

polymer seal put over the opal to preserve the 

image and promote longevity. Learn more about 

the polytop finish here. 

  

https://opalartglobal.com/about-opals/how-is-opal-formed/
https://opalartglobal.com/blog/
https://opalartglobal.com/about-opals/solids-doublets-triplets/#polytop-finish
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Step 3. What Determines Price                                                                     

Color/pattern, size, type and demand are the four key 

factors that determine the price of an opal. 

Boulder opal is a type of Australian opal. Learn more 

about types of opal here.  

Boulder opal is sold by carat weight (ct.) and piece 

price where the weight is usually measured in grams. 

Carat weight is the unit of measure of weight used in 

the gemstone industry.  

An opal valuer will say, “this color is worth so much 

(dollar value) a carat.” 

By this they mean how much that grade of color is 

worth per carat.  

The experienced eye can look at opal color and give 

an arbitrary price on the value of the color per carat. 

If a boulder opal gemstone has color that’s worth, for 

example, $800 per carat then the weight of the 

gemstone as a whole will determine the final price. If 

it’s a large gemstone it will be very expensive, if a 

small gemstone it will be less expensive. 

Math equation: 

Value of color/pattern per carat  ×  

 Actual carat weight  =  Sale price 

Unset Solid Boulder Opal with Good Quality Colour  

Weight: 5.20ct Price: AU $936 (AUD180 per carat) 

*Note large boulder opal scenic stones are valued as an 

overall piece price and not by carat weight.   

https://opalartglobal.com/about-opals/types-of-opals/
https://opalartglobal.com/product/unset-solid-boulder-opal-with-good-quality-colour/
https://opalartglobal.com/product/unset-solid-boulder-opal-with-good-quality-colour/
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Step 4: Solids, Doublets, Triplets and Opal Finish 

Solid Opal $$$ 
A solid opal is a natural gemstone that has been cut 

and polished to expose the color and prepare the opal 

gemstone for setting. Nothing is added and the 

gemstone is all natural. 

A solid opal can be worn in water and is the best form 

of opal for investment. 

Large Natural Australian Solid Opal 

 

Doublet Opal $$ 
A doublet is a man-made composite opal gemstone. 

Doublets are thin slices of opal that have been glued 

onto a backing. Doublets can be identified at the join 

where the opal and backing meet as it is very uniform 

(straight). 

 

Opal Triplet $ 
A triplet opal is a very thin slice of opal that has been 

glued to a backing and protected by a clear quartz (or 

plastic) cabochon cap. Price is usually the give away 

with triplets. Triplets are generally very colorful and 

relatively inexpensive. 

Learn more about solid, doublets and triplets opal 

from here. 

  

https://opalartglobal.com/product/large-natural-australian-opal-minimalist-pendant/
https://opalartglobal.com/about-opals/solids-doublets-triplets/
https://opalartglobal.com/product/large-natural-australian-opal-minimalist-pendant/
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Step 4: Solids, Doublets, Triplets and Opal Finish (cont’d) 

Opal finish 

Traditional finish: 

The traditional method of cutting and polishing opal 

requires the opal gemstone to be ‘faced’ down to 

expose the opal color. 

Facing down refers to the process of removing the 

rock or common opal from above the band of opal 

color. Learn more about cutting boulder opal here.  

This is done using fine saws and diamond grinders 

with water. Water keeps the opal cool. If an opal gets 

too hot, it can crack. 

Once the opal has been prepared it is polished with a 

paste to remove all the scratches. 

The opal is then turned over and the back of the 

gemstone is finished in the same way. 

This is the traditional way of finishing opal. Facing 

down, grinding, sanding and polishing. 

Sometimes this process can reduce the scenic value of 

the opal gemstone in which case a polytop finish is 

available.  

https://opalartglobal.com/about-opals/boulder-opal/
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Step 4: Solids, Doublets, Triplets and Opal Finish (cont’d) 

 

Polytop Finish: 

A polytop finish is achieved when a polymer seal is 

added to the face of the gemstone to protect the 

image and promote longevity. In this case the opal 

gemstone is still regarded as a solid opal as the color 

is naturally occurring and the opal has been prepared 

in the traditional way using saws and grinders.  

Sometimes the opal face, whilst depicting a colourful 

scenic image, may contain inclusions (such as cracks 

and pits) and in this instance a polytop finish is used 

to seal the opal and conserve the image. 

We choose to use the polytop finish for the Opal Art 

Scenic Range. Learn more about the Scenic Range 

here.  

 

Large Boulder Opal Pendant with Striking Color Finished 

With A Polytop (Polymer Seal) 

Dimensions: 60x42x12 mm (LxWxD) 
Weight: 40 gram Price: AU$680  

https://opalartglobal.com/about-opals/the-scenic-range/
https://opalartglobal.com/product/beautiful-oval-boulder-opal-pendant-on-leather/
https://opalartglobal.com/product/beautiful-oval-boulder-opal-pendant-on-leather/
https://opalartglobal.com/product/beautiful-oval-boulder-opal-pendant-on-leather/
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Step 5: Solid Boulder Opal Gemstone Care 

- Solid Boulder Opal with Traditional Finish

At Opal Art Global we only stock solid boulder opals 

with traditional and polytop finish. We do not carry 

doublets or triplets.  

A solid boulder opal with a traditional finish is: 

A natural gemstone to which nothing has been added 

and the minimum taken away through cutting and 

polishing.  

The color in a solid opal is naturally occurring as 

opposed to doublets and triplets where the color has 

been artificially enhanced. 

A solid opal can be worn in water but should be worn 

with care due to its hardness. 

Hardness is a key factor to consider when wearing 

and caring for opal. A solid natural opal has a 

hardness of 5.6 on the Moh scale – Diamond is 10 

Sapphire is 8 and talc is 1 –  therefore can be 

vulnerable to scratching, chipping or breaking under 

extreme conditions of wear and exposure to the 

elements.   

Solid Unset Boulder Opal for Jewellery Making 

Dimensions: 15x12x4mm (LxWxD) 
Weight: 5.65ct Price: AU$850 

https://opalartglobal.com/product/solid-unset-boulder-opal-for-jewellery-making/
https://opalartglobal.com/product/solid-unset-boulder-opal-for-jewellery-making/
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Step 5: Solid Boulder Opal Gemstone Care 

- Solid Boulder Opal with Traditional Finish (Cont’d) 

Avoid extremes 

Avoid exposure to sudden changes in extreme 

temperature as this may lead to cracking.  

Avoid wearing an opal ring during activities like 

gardening. Opal, because of its hardness, is more 

suited to dress wear rather than everyday wear. 

Avoid dropping on hard surfaces such as tiles. 

Handling and Storage 

An opal gemstone should be stored at room 

temperature (20 Celsius/68 Fahrenheit). 

An opal gemstone should be stored in a suitable box 

and not have any weight bearing down on it. 

An opal gemstone that has been scratched, pitted or 

cracked can be repolished and reshaped.  

Cleaning 

Opal gemstones should be handled with soft cotton 

gloves, over a tray, to remove fingerprints and show 

the surface at its polished best.  

Opal gemstones set in jewellery can be cleaned with a 

soft brush and mild diluted detergent in warm water. 

Opal gemstones set in jewellery can also be placed in 

an ultrasonic jewelry cleaner. 

https://opalartglobal.com/product/unset-solid-boulder-opal-free-form-gemstone/
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Step 5: Solid Boulder Opal Gemstone Care 

- Solid Boulder Opal with Polytop Finish

 

A solid boulder opal with a polytop finish: 

Is a natural boulder opal gemstone that been finished 

with a polymer seal.  

A polytop finish is applied when the opal face does 

not lend itself to a traditional finish. (See Step 4 for 

more on traditional finish) 

A solid opal with a polytop finish can be worn in water 

and can be worn more robustly than a solid boulder 

opal with a traditional finish because wear and tear is 

not having a direct effect upon the opal. In light of 

this a polytop finish protects the opal and promotes 

longevity. 

A polytop finish can incur scratches however this can 

be easily rectified without impacting on the opal.  

 

Individually Cut and Styled Rare Precious Blue Boulder Opal 

Earrings 

Dimensions: 32x20x6 mm (LxWxD) 
Weight: 7 gram  Price: AU$155  

https://opalartglobal.com/product/rare-precious-blue-boulder-opal-earrings/
https://opalartglobal.com/product/rare-precious-blue-boulder-opal-earrings/
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Step 5: Solid Boulder Opal Gemstone Care 

-Solid Boulder Opal with Polytop Finish (Cont’d)

Avoid extremes 

Avoid exposure to sudden changes in extreme 

temperature as this can lead to cracking.  

Avoid wearing an opal ring with a polytop finish when 

doing activities like gardening. Although the opal is 

protected the polytop can be scratched.  

Avoid dropping on hard surfaces such as tiles.  

Handling and Storage 

An opal gemstone with a polytop finish should be 

stored at room temperature (20 

Celsius/68 Fahrenheit). 

An opal gemstone with a polytop 

finish should be stored in a 

suitable box and not have any 

weight bearing down on it. 

An opal gemstone with a polytop finish that has 

sustained damage can be rejuvenated.  

Cleaning 

Opal gemstones with a polytop finish should be 

handed with soft cotton gloves to remove fingerprints 

and show the surface at its polished best.  

Opal gemstones with a polytop finish set in jewelry 

can be cleaned with a soft brush and mild diluted 

detergent in warm water.  

Opal gemstones with a polytop finish set in jewellery 

can also be placed in an ultrasonic jewelry cleaner. 

When using cleaning fluids check solution properties 

for compatibility with opal and avoid solvents (e.g. 

acetone). 
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Step 6. Opal Value 

Opal Value 
 Boulder opal is a rare, valuable and limited 

resource. 

 

 Value is determined by supply of raw material 

and market demand, which at the moment 

(2019) is high. 

 

 An individual opal is valued on its richness and 

clarity of color, complexity of pattern, and 

size/weight. (see more on how price is 

determined in Step 3). 

 

 Buying an unset opal is a good way to get into 

opal. 

Opal in Jewelry Design 
Boulder opal is generally cut in free form shapes 

which allows for creativity in the jewelry design. 

Boulder opal is generally a flat cut which allows it to 

be bezel set giving the opal face maximum protection.  

Boulder opal gemstones are often sourced by 

jewelers as centrepiece gemstones for jewelry design 

competitions.  
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Step 7. Study the Opal Gemstone Close Up 

Look for inclusions by running the opal under a 

fluorescent light from all angles and perspectives. 

Inclusions are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The word on light: 
Fluorescent light is better than direct sunlight for 

finding inclusions and the use of a jeweler’s loop 

(magnifier) can also be helpful. Digital photography is 

also another way to really see inside the opal.  

 

  

Cracking Crazing 

Cracking 

Pitting 
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Step 8. Buying an Opal on a Budget 

 

1. Decide what you are wanting in an opal; that is 

if you want to have it set with your local jeweler, 

or buy something already made up –  try to be 

specific – gemstone or jewel? 

 

2. Set a budget, opals come at all price points. 

 

3. Shop online within the criteria above. 

 

4. When buying an unset gemstone consider the 

costs involved in the making of the jewel. You 

can stagger your outgoings by buying the unset 

gemstone first then at a later date having it set. 

 Each opal has its own fingerprint so if you see 

something you really really like you should grab 

it…subject to budget. 
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Step 9. Do the Check List
                     

 

 Decide what you want to buy  

 

 Set a budget 

 

 Get an education about opal 

 

 Study the opal gemstone  - 

color, pattern, size, carat 

weight, stone value, solid? 

Doublet? Triplet? Traditional 

finish? Polytop finish?

 

 

 Know the seller; look for 

transparency, read reviews and 

study profile. 

 

 Get care instruction 

 

 Ask questions 

 

 Make a decision, buy and enjoy! 

 

 

 

  

Dimensions: 50x30x10mm 
Weight:  25.85gram   

Price: AU$110 

Stunning Unisex Boulder 

Opal Necklace 

https://opalartglobal.com/product/stunning-unisex-boulder-opal-necklace/
https://opalartglobal.com/product/stunning-unisex-boulder-opal-necklace/
https://opalartglobal.com/product/stunning-unisex-boulder-opal-necklace/
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Our Mission 

 

At Opal Art Global… 

 We endeavour to provide a consistently high quality product that is 

original in design, artistic in arrangement and ethically sourced from the 

mines. 

 

 We are passionate about opal and believe in sharing our industry 

knowledge to help others with the same passion to learn more about opal 

and the opal industry. 

 

 We offer a standard of service that includes good communication and 

a willingness to work with our customers to find that special piece. 

 

We care. 

 

  


